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THEDIRT

It’s not often that a 20 year 

old gets to invite a whole City 

to their birthday, where a sky 

high birthday cake sits pride of 

place next to a massive 793C, 

an army of gorgeous people 

helps make sure that everyone 

is having a good time and a 

fi reworks display tops off the 

night in spectacular fashion!

Well that was the scenario 

for KCGM’s 20th birthday on 

Sunday the 29th of March, 

2009. So with an open invite to 

the community of Kalgoorlie-

Boulder, KCGM held a free 

BBQ and fi reworks display and 

partied in fi ne style! Read more 

on pages 8 & 9.
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Volunteering – It’s Easy to Bear!
What on earth does a cute collectible bear, mine 
workers and the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Volunteer Centre 
have in common?

Almost 45% of regional Western Australia’s adult population 
participate in some form of voluntary work and KCGM employees 
are no exception to that! 

The KCGM Volunteer group is an active part of the local community 
and people will often see the “orange brigade” lending a hand at 
local events such as the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Community Fair, St 
Barbara’s Day Parade or even guiding KCGM’s educational tours of 
the Super Pit, including the popular Boulder Market Days.

But it’s not all about the events! Volunteering is a great way for KCGM 
employees to help the local community, do something worthwhile or 
just enjoy the great feeling they get from volunteering. 

Organisations in Kalgoorlie Boulder use volunteers for all kinds 
of roles including health, education, environment, recreation, 
conservation, sport, emergency or support services, or 
providing assistance to children and youth, seniors or 
people with special needs.

So KCGM in conjunction with the Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
Volunteer Centre offers employees the opportunity 
participate in a paid volunteering scheme whereby, staff 
are provided with two days of annual leave specifi cally for 
the purpose of volunteering. But there’s a catch, they must be 
registered through the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Volunteer Centre!

The Volunteer Centre provides information and support to volunteers 
and maintains a register of available positions, so volunteers are 
partnered with the right kind of organisation for their skills set. 

The program is enjoying much success and many local 
organizations are experiencing the benefi ts that come 
along with having volunteers on hand. 

So to celebrate this fantastic relationship, and 
to celebrate KCGM’s 20th year as a proud 
community partner, we have launched KC 
Bear!

KC Bear is the perfect keepsake, he 
is exclusive to KCGM and he comes 
complete with a hard hat, safety boots 
and a refl ective shirt. He’s also probably 
the cutest worker you’ve ever seen! 

$5.00 from the purchase of every KC Bear will be donated to the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Volunteer Centre to help them continue their great 
work in the community and the remaining profi ts will be distributed 
locally via KCGM’s community investment program.

So hurry in and pick up your very own KC Bear, there are only 
two thousand available and at only $28.00 each (with your KCGM 
employee discount) they are sure to paw their way out the door!

The Orange Brigade are a 

regular feature at KCGM 

events and fundraising 

schemes.
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KCGM’S 20th Birthday BLAST!

It’s 10.30pm on Saturday 
28th March and it feels like 
the night before Christmas. 
The decorations have been 
hung, the presents have been 
wrapped and there’s a buzz 
of excitement in the air!

Of course it can’t be Christmas, it’s the 
middle of March, but it certainly feels 
that way because tomorrow marks 
KCGM’s 20th Birthday and I just know 
that it is going to be one of the best 
days of the year!

Now you may think that that’s a little 
over the top to be that hyped up about 
a company event, but I’m really excited 
to see what’s in store and plus, when the whole community is going 
to be there to party with us, why wouldn’t it be special?

I started with KCGM back in August 2008 so I really haven’t been an 
employee for all that long, but for me, the existence of the Super Pit 
has been a constant factor during my years growing up in Kalgoorlie-
Boulder.

I was six years old when the preparations for the Super Pit began 
and I really didn’t care all that much about a big hole in the ground. 
However I did care about enjoying a fi re engine and a packet of chips 
while mum and dad spent a lazy Sunday afternoon in the beer garden 
of the Boulder Block Hotel. 

In 1992, the Boulder 
Block was purchased 
by KCGM at a cost of 
$6 million dollars which 
is slightly cheaper 
than the $16 million 
asking price. While 
$6 million would seem 
like a modest price, during an 
impromptu chat the other day with John Bennett, 
KCGM Draftsperson, he tells me that it is hard to 
put a price on the place where the term “a long 
lunch” originated from.  

My dad was in the business of earthmoving back 
then (and still is today) and whilst he didn’t take 
part in the demolishment of the Boulder Block, 
he did with a lot of other buildings that were 
removed to make way for Australia’s largest gold 

producing open cut mine. This included the Fimiston Post Offi ce and 
the Chaffers Gold Room and Workshops.

Many tales of trivia have emerged from Dad’s expeditions and 
I’m sure the story is the same for many of those involved with the 
operation throughout the years. One tale that springs to mind is the 
gold bearing nature of the soil and concrete surrounding the Chaffers 
Gold Room, as a result of continually leaching over the time of its 
operation.  Needless to say that when the building was demolished - 
it was done under tight security!

We arrived in Kalgoorlie when the Super Pit was just beginning and 
now that I’m an employee it seems only fi tting that we are at the 
crossroads for another expansion phase of the operation with Golden 
Pike just around the corner. 

So I’ll wake up tomorrow, put on my party shoes and celebrate this 
wonderful milestone with the rest of the community because just 
about everyone has had a connection with KCGM in some way, 
shape or form over the past twenty years. 

– Holly Phillips

The Super Pit: A Legacy of Memories
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The sun was setting on Australia’s 
Largest Open Cut Gold Mine just as 
the fi rst revellers started arriving for 
the birthday party of the year!

Shuttle buses were packed with party goers 
and the old bypass road doubled as a car 
park for the extravaganza. The crowd came 
in their thousands, toting camping chairs and 
blankets, eager to get a prime location to 
enjoy the festivities from.

KCGM’s volunteers were on hand to supply 
the hungry revellers with sausages and cool 
drinks and it was hard to pull some of our 
cheeky chefs away from the barbies - they 
were having that good a time! If sausages 
weren’t your style then hamburgers were the 
go, with the 1st Boulder Scout Group serving 
the tasty treats at a rapid rate.

The team from Parkesy’s ice creams found it 
hard to catch a breath and were pumping out 
ice creams from the get go. KCGM employees 
got a little present of their own and were 
rewarded with a free fl ake in their cone.

Local indigenous band, PS4, proved a hit, 
belting out original tunes and some old 
favourites as well, though the stage back 
drop (lookout shelter) proved to have its fair 
share of challenges with the wind a noticeable 
attendee up at the lookout.

What is the perfect cure for a bit of wind and 
cold? A coffee! Premo Espresso kept the java 
fl owing, warding off the autumn chill and what 
better accompaniment then marshmallows 

cooked by the open fi re (thanks to the scouts 
for this tasty morsel as well).

One couldn’t celebrate this massive milestone, 
without a massive piece of equipment on 
display and the 793c haul truck never fails 
to impress, with a snazzy looking refurbished 
number towering over the crowd – truck 207. 

No birthday would be complete without a 
birthday cake and KCGM’s fl agship giant 
purple number took pride of place in front of 
the crowd, though we are still trying to fi gure 
out a way in which to blow out the cellophane 
candles.

The fi reworks over the pit proved to be the 
ultimate fi nale and if the squeals of excitement 
were anything to go by, there were few kids 
(and adults too) that weren’t amazed by the 
spectacular light show and of course the 
excellent acoustics that the Pit had to offer.

Special thanks to our very own Dave Reeves 
who coordinated KCGM’s involvement in 
the fi reworks. Dave played an excellent host 
to the boys from Cardile Fireworks and was 
unperturbed by the logistics of the exercise 
which included a last minute change to the 
launch location, no less than an hour before 
the event.

The party was over just as quickly as it 
began, but the event is sure to leave a lasting 
impression on KCGM’s employees and the 
community, even though we did have a few 
people asking “what are we doing for our 
21st”! 

9

KCGM Celebrates in 
Spectacular Fashion
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In December 2008 KCGM celebrated a signifi cant milestone 
in achieving three million man hours without a Lost Time 
Injury (LTI). 

This site wide achievement marked the culmination of more than twelve 
months without any employee spending time away from the job due to a 
work related injury or illness.

Sadly this run came to an end in January 2009 when KCGM employee, 
Karen Mitchell, tragically lost her life after being fatally injured in a workplace 
accident.

Karen’s death was felt across the entire site and in light of this, KCGM 
employees and contractors elected to utilise the funds that in the past have 
been allocated to small gifts of appreciation to mark the LTI milestone, to 
make a combined donation to a charity elected by Karen’s family.

Karen’s family were quick to elect the Royal Flying Doctor Service as their 
preferred charity and KCGM couldn’t agree more. 

Subsequently, a donation of $30,000 was made to this vital community 
service partner during the month of March.

“I would like to thank the Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines team for the 
overwhelming support they provide to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. This 
amazing donation has come to us through tragic circumstances, but this act 
of charity will aid us in our mission to save lives. 

“I am humbled by the decision of the KCGM staff to have this cheque 
donated to the RFDS and whole-heartedly thank the Mitchell family for their 
involvement. I am astounded on a daily basis by the strength and generosity 
of others, and this truly is one of those times.” - Rebekah Thomson, RFDS 
Visitor Centre & Fundraising Coordinator.

KCGM Keeps the Doctor Flying

KCGM celebrated a significant milestone

 A worthy donation to a worthy cause – RFDS President, 

Tony Crook accepts a token cheque from David Mitchell (left) 

and Peter Giles (middle)


